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SUBJECT: TORRIJOS VISIT TO BELIZE 

SUMMARY: TORRIJOS' VISIT MAY 8 WITH PREMIER PRICE OF BELIZE WAS 
APPARENTLY PLANNED, NOT CASUAL AND SETS THE SEAL ON PANAMANIAN 
SUPPORT FOR BELIZE'S INDEPENDENCE. 

THE PANAMNIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
APPARENTLY DECIDED THAT GUATEMALA'S IRE IS A SMALL PRICE TO 
PAY FOR GETTING RIGHT WITH THE THIRD WORLD AND OTHERS ON THE 
BELIZE ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . TORRIJOS’ DESCRIPTION OF HIS MAY 8 STOPOVER IN BELIZE ON THE 
WAY BACK FROM CANCUM AS A "TECHNICAL STOP WHICH TURNED INTO A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WORKING SESSION" IS DISINGENUOUS. THE VISIT AND TALKS WITH 
PREMIER PRICE WERE ALMOST CERTAINLY PLANNED. WHILE TORRIJOS 

MAY NOT HAVE DECIDED TO CONFIRM HIS VISIT TO BELIZE UNTIL IN 
CANCUN, THE IDEA WAS NOT HATCHED ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT. 

TWICE LAST WEEK EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE QUERIED BY FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS ABOUT U.S. POLICY ON THE BELIZE QUESTION , ONE EVEN 
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SPECULATED THAT TORRIJOS MIGHT GO TO BELIZE. SUCH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY INTEREST IN BELIZE IS, TO PUT IT MILDLY, UNUSUAL. 

2. ACCORDING TO A PRESS INTERVIEW HERE ON HIS RETURN, TORRIJOS 
CAUTIONED PRICE NOT TO SEEK SUPPORT FOR BELIZE'S INDEPENDENCE 
FROM THE SOCIALIST BLOC. TORRIJOS SAID HE PERSUADED PRICE THA A 
VISIT TO FIDEL CASTRO WOULD BE "INCONVENIENT AT THE PRESENT". 
TORRIJOS ALSO REMARKED ON "THE HEMISPHERE'S ATTITUDE OF 
INDIFFERENCE AND IGNORANCE" TO BELIZEAN DESIRE TO EXERCISE 
UN-SANCTIONED RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 

3. PRICE, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, STATED THAT IF 

BELIZE CAUSE RECEIVES FAVORABLE ATTENTION AT NEXT OAS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, HIS CONTACT WITH SOCIALIST BLOC "WILL NOT BE NECESSARY". 
PRICE HOPED THAT PRESIDENTS OF VENEZUELA, COSTA RICA, COLOMBIA 
AND BOLIVIA WILL JOIN CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES IN SUPPORTING BELIZE 
INDEPENDENCE. 

4. PRESS REPORT REFERS TO "IMPORTANT AGREEMENTS ON ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS AND ESPECIALLY IN INTERNATIONAL POLICY” ACHIEVED IN 
BELMOPAN THROUGH EFFORTS OF PANAMANIAN MINISTRS OF 
PRESIDENCY AND FOREIGN RELATIONS AND TORRIJOS’ PERSONAL ADVISOR 
"RORY" GONZALEZ. WE HAVE NO DETAILS SO FAR ON THESE AGREEMENTS. 

5. FOR GUATEMALA. WOULD BE INTERESTED IN GUATEMALAN REACTION 
TO TRIP AND STATEMENTS. 

6. COMMENT. IN EMBASSY OPINION TORRIJOS MADE BELIZE TRIP AND 
SAW THAT IT WAS PUBLICIZED FOR TWO REASONS: 
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- BY ALIGNING ITSELF WITH BELIZE, PANAMA EXPECTS TO GAIN 

SUPPORT FOR ITS CANAL "CAUSE" IN REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. 

- PANAMA BELIEVES THAT SUPPORT FOR GUATEMALAN POSITION 
IN LATIN AMERICA IS ON THE DECLINE. 

GONZALEZ 
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